
• The working group encourages primary care providers to administer the
COVID-19 vaccine.

• Primary care providers can leverage their trus�ng rela�onship with their
pa�ents to overcome personal barriers. A strong recommenda�on from a
provider is associated with ge�ng the vaccine, according to the CDC.

• The Erie County Department of Health can supply PCPs with manageable
COVID-19 vaccine allotments upon request – even PCPs outside Erie County.

• Acknowledging the dispropor�onate burden on their specialty, primary care
providers should check and document their pa�ents’ vaccine status. They
should ask unvaccinated pa�ents about their concerns and provide accurate
informa�on and recommenda�ons.

The working group emphasizes that:

• The vaccines have been tested and approved according to tradi�onal scien�fic
processes.

• There is zero evidence that the vaccines affect fer�lity or pregnancy, as noted in
our previous statement on this topic. (h�ps://bit.ly/3fMC6oF)

• The vaccines are remarkably effec�ve in building protec�on (immunity) against
the virus that causes COVID-19 and helping keep people with no symptoms from
spreading the virus. Once vaccinated, the chance of dying from Covid is about 1 in
1 million. Unvaccinated, the chance of dying from Covid is 1,816 in 1 million. Since
star�ng mass vaccina�ons, cases are down 90%, hospitaliza�ons are down 81%,
and deaths are down 85%.
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The ILI/COVID Working Group of Western New York was formed in response to local varia�on in approach to the diagnosis and treatment of
Influenza-Like-Illness and COVID-19 in the region. It is a collabora�ve effort of hospital systems, academic departments, independent prac�ce
associa�ons, and insurers. The logos and signatures on this document represent the organiza�ons’ support of this statement.

Legal No�ce and Disclaimer: Please note that the informa�on contained in these resources does not establish a standard of care, nor does it
cons�tute legal or medical advice. These guidelines reflect the best available data at the �me the informa�on was prepared. The results of future
studies may require revisions to the informa�on in this guideline to reflect new data. This informa�on is not intended to replace individual provider
clinical judgment in the care of their pa�ents. Neither this workgroup, or any contributor to this effort, makes any representa�ons or warran�es,
express or implied, with respect to the informa�on provided herein or to its use.


